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Lesson Plan: A Mathematical Representation of the March on Washington 
This lesson uses math to help middle and high school students with intellectual disabilities to understand the significance of the March on Washington. Students will use dot stickers, paper clips, etc. to represent the number of people who attended the March. The lesson gives students the task of recreating an accurate account of attendees by using a map and views from different parts of the March.
Estimated Time
One 50-minute class
Grade Level
Middle or high school
Set Up Activity

Representation and Percentages
1. As a class, count the total number of students in the room.
2. After you have a total, then count the number of girls and boys.
3. As a class use these two numbers to figure out what percentage of the room is female or male.
4. On the board draw a pie chart to help them visually understand the concept so they will be able to do it again with the total numbers of attendees of the March on Washington.

Main Activity

How many people were at the March on Washington in 1963?
Pass out the following materials to students:
· March on Washington Math Lesson Directions sheet
· Aerial views of the March on Washington sheet
· Map of the March on Washington
· 30 sticker dots, paper clips, or other counting tools

1. Read the directions sheet with the students and help them to understand their task: to make a mathematical representation of the number of attendees at the March.  Once they have figured out how many people equals one sticker dot, have students use the aerial views of the March to construct a representative population on the map.

2. Help students to understand the percentage of black and white people who attended the March by using the pie chart to fill in the sections that would make the representation true.



Follow up Questions

· Why do you think so many people came out to the March?
· Do you think they did a good job organizing the March?

Reference:
A Mathematical Representation of the March on Washington:
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/lessons_plans/the-50th-anniversary-of-the-march-on-washington-lesson-plan-a-mathematical-representation-of-the-march/
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